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REPORT FROM WORKING GROUP 4: Institutional Strengthening
Background

The aim and objective of the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and Pacific (PCGIAP) is to propagate the knowledge of geospatial data and develop the Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) from local to regional level for sustainable development of the Asia Pacific region. This is achieved through cooperation and sharing of knowledge & responsibilities among the nations. Endeavor of all the Working Groups is towards this purpose. Working Group 4 (WG-4) chaired by Surveyor General of India has the responsibility of Institutional Strengthening / Capacity Building in this field, which is a crucial component for development of Spatial Data Infrastructure. 

Survey of India having the potential in this field had conducted a training programme, participated by 10 countries, successfully from 12th Oct to 28th Oct 2005 at Survey Training Institute, Hyderabad. A report has been submitted and also read at the 12th meeting of PCGIAP at Bangkok during 18th – 22nd Sept 2006.

Action Plan

In continuity of the programme with a broader perspective it has been recommended in the 12th meeting that WG-4 will work in collaboration with WG-2 with the responsibility of Fundamental Data and a training programme will be conducted by Geographical Survey Institute (GSI), Japan funded by JICA. In addition to this it has also been proposed to conduct a Training Programme during Sept – Oct 2007 at STI, India, similar to that as conducted in 2005.
In a follow up to the feed backs received after the training programme conducted in Oct. 2005 and discussion at the board meeting held during Jan.2007 at Hyderabad the capacity building will be approached in three tier structure addressing to different target groups. In the first level it will be addressed to policy makers, in the second level to the working groups and in the third level to the user segments. This approach will benefit the policy makers as well as the technocrats engaged in building SDI keeping in view the requirements of user segments, the ultimate beneficiaries of SDI.
To formulate strategy for capacity building in the region and finalizing the syllabi / curriculums  for different level programmes, institutions / universities of Asia Pacific regions engaged in the field of Geospatial Information / SDI  are being contacted. The information of the institutions of some countries like Korea has already been received and the same from other countries are awaited.  

Conclusion

After finalization of the curriculums for different level programmes the schedules will be finalized so that expertise in the field of Geospatial Information available in the region will be utilized for the benefit of all target groups.  
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