ANNEX 12

The Present Status of Global Mapping Project

International Steering Committee for Global Mapping (ISCGM)
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1 Progress of Global Mapping project

1.1 Progress of Global Map development
Global Map data released 31 countries ( Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Canada, Colombia, Ghana, Iran, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyz, Laos, Latvia, Macedonia, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Panama, Philippines, Samoa, South Africa, Sri-Lanka, Swaziland, Thailand, and Viet Nam) and 2 regions (Antarctica and Tristan da Cunha) from the ISCGM website at http://www.iscgm.org/.

These data correspond to 32.5% of the whole land area on the Earth.

1.2 Participation in Global Mapping project

Participating countries and regions are steadily increasing and now come to 156 countries and 16 regions as of 16 May 2007. This corresponds to 95% of the whole land area of the Earth.
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2 ISCGM activities

2.1  13th ISCGM Meeting

The 13th ISCGM Meeting was held on 11 November 2006 in Santiago, Chile in conjunction with “GSDI-9.” The main items resolved are as follows:

2.1.1 Acceleration of data submission and release
          Among the Global Map participating countries, about 100 countries have not submitted their data to the secretariat of ISCGM. ISCGM requests these countries to submit their data by June 2007. As it takes considerable time to reach data release after the submission, it was decided that the data would be released as interim data if they are not fully comply with Global Map specifications as long as the data contain information necessary for Global Map. For not-yet-participating countries and participating countries whose data development is not feasible, ISCGM will develop their data by using existing data such as Global Map Version 0. For data development of land cover and vegetation layers, it was confirmed that data from ongoing GLCNMO (Global Land Cover by National Mapping Organizations) data development would be used.   
2.1.2 Phase 3 plan
Strategic directions, such as high resolution data and compliance of data format with international standards, of Phase 3 (2008-2012) were decided. Details will be finalized in future. Detailed Specifications of Global Map Version 2 data for Phase 3 will be discussed in future. In order to increase the number of Global Map data family, it was decided that discussion would be done for introducing a scheme such as Global Map associated data.

2.1.3 Establishment of disaster WG

It was decided that preparation for establishing a new working group to cope with disasters would be started.

2.1.4 Strengthening partnership with PCGIAP and other initiatives 

In order to promote regional framework database development, it was decided that partnership with regional initiatives such as PCGIAP would be strengthened.

2.1.5 Multilingualization of web site

In order to increase the number of project participating countries and data users, it was decided that ISCGM web site would be multilingualized (In addition to the web site in English, those of Japanese, Chinese, Spanish French, etc. will be opened).

2.2 Next Meeting
The 14th ISCGM Meeting will be held on 17 July 2007 in Cambridge, United Kingdom in conjunction with “Cambridge Conference.”
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