ANNEX 13

PERMANENT COMMITTEE ON 

THE SPATIAL DATA INFRASTRUCTURE
FOR AMERICA
The main objective of the Permanent Committee on the Spatial Data Infrastructure for America (PC IDEA) is to establish and coordinate the policies and technical standards for the SDIs regional development, as well as to support the establishment and implementation of each State Member’s NSDI. The Committee is now formed by 24 State Members, having different stages of development in this matter.
In this context, the PC IDEA efforts during the last years have been centered in the accomplishments of its objectives, but with a constant problem: not enough funds for the operation, difficulting its management and impeding a true support for the State Members.
The achievements and the work performed are due to the Boarding Committee and some of the State Members’ efforts. The lack of resources or financial support has made impossible to carry out three general meetings, and in order to have the needed quorum, the meetings have been performed under the protection of meetings with higher funds, such as the United Nations Regional Cartographic Conferences, the GSDI and the PAIGH meetings.
In spite of the lack of financing, the PC IDEA, with the support of some State members has generated some solutions, in such ways it has been the knowledge of each member’s real situation, in the spreading of and learning on SDIs, and in training as well.
At present, outstanding are the following activities of the PC IDEA:
· The determination of an advancement index of the data infrastructures in the Latin American countries:

The index was obtained with a survey applied by the PC IDEA in order to evaluate the organizational, information, technological, human and financial factors in each country, for the determination of a readiness index for SDIs in the region. The methodology used to obtain the index was proposed and evaluated by Cuba; the survey result will allow to redirect the policies with respect to the strengthening of individual fortitudes in the benefit of the other countries in the region and to support the initiatives that show a smaller index through capacity building, encouraging courses performance, and training and experience exchange.

· “Evaluation and promotion of Spatial Data Infrastructures for the Sustainable Development of Latin America and the Caribbean Project” of the “Science and Technology Development Program” (CYTED, by its abbreviation in Spanish).

This is a three-year program with the main objective of promoting SDIs through the geospatial service development in order to improve the decision making process in Latin America and the Caribbean countries.
· The “Spatial Data Infrastructure Workshop on the Latin America necessities”.

With the purpose to support and collaborate with the continental SDIs, the Military Geographic Institute (IGM, by its abbreviation in Spanish) of Chile, along with the PC IDEA, and with the financial support of Canada, developed the “Spatial Data Infrastructure Workshop on the Latin America necessities” providing 20 grants to Latin American countries. Participants from Bolivia, Paraguay, Belize, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Brazil, Panama, Cuba, Uruguay and Chile attended to the workshop which was scheduled, in Santiago de Chile, the previous week to the GSDI-9, in such way that the workshop participants could also attend to the interesting papers given during this international conference; the instructors were from Mexico, Cuba, Canada and Chile. The activity was of great regional interest, but it was limited only because of the lack of means of the countries to send their personnel, nevertheless that the grants covered all of the workshop costs, food and lodging.
In the framework of the GSDI-9, the Sixth PC IDEA Meeting was scheduled, but it was not held, only a meeting of the Boarding Committee was carried out, in which the following agreements were assented: to continue promoting the PC IDEA activities through the PC IDEA web site, to look for financial support for the PC IDEA and, due to the success of the above mentioned workshop, to programme another for 2007, possibly with the financial support of Canada (as a function of the workshop objective).
One of the great limitations of the PC IDEA State Members is the lack of resources, as it has been mentioned, that is why the PC IDEA is asking the cooperation of its similar PC GIAP for Asia and the Pacific both providing one or two transportation grants for the second workshop and an instructor, and by the other hand, to look for a kind of knowledge transference about the “better practices for obtaining financing” for training and knowledge and experience sharing.
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