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COEX Convention Center, Seoul, Korea

A. Introduction

1. This record is a summary of the 13th Meeting of the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) held from 12 to 15 June 2007 in Seoul, Korea.

2. The Committee meeting was preceded by an Executive Board meeting and an International Workshop on Spatial Enablement of Government and NSDI – Policy Implications. The program of the meeting is attached as Annex 1. 
3. The International Workshop on Spatial Enablement of Government and NSDI – Policy Implications was jointly organized by PCGIAP WG3 and GSDI Association. 125 delegates from 14 countries participated in the workshop. The workshop reviewed national use of spatial enablement by governments and society, and focused on legal and economic issues in relation to the development of SDIs, including data sharing and collaboration developments; drivers for SDI investment; SDI benefit/cost studies; and data access policies. Presentations were made from five countries in the region, Australia, Korea, Malaysia, Singapore and Japan.  A panel discussion was held for exchange of information and views on future direction and way forward. 
4. The participants visited GIS Korea 2007, where the latest developments of the GIS industry in Korea were exhibited and introduced. 
B. Attendance

5. The meeting was attended by about 90 national delegates and experts from 11 countries and 3 international organizations. The full list of participants is attached as Annex 2. 
C. Opening of the meeting

6. The host of the 13th PCGIAP meeting, Mr. Sohn Bong Gyun, President of the National Geographic Information Institute, expressed his warm welcome and thanks to all members for their participation in and preparations for the meeting. The full text of his address is attached as ANNEX 3.
7. The President of PCGIAP, Mr. Peter Holland, expressed his appreciation to the host and to the members for their efforts to attend the meeting. In his address he reiterated the goals of PCGIAP, and called for further cooperation among the members to pursue its work of regional significance and relevance. The full text of the President’s address is attached as ANNEX 4. 
D. Confirmation of Agenda

8. The proposed agenda was accepted as presented.

E. Apologies for absence

9. Apologies for absence had been received from Dato’ Hamid bin Ali (Malaysia) and Mr. Bebas Purnawan (Chair of Working Group 2). They were represented by Mr. Ahmad Fauzi bin Nordin and Dr. Steeve Ebener respectively. 
F. PCGIAP Executive Report

10. The Secretary, Mr. Li Weisen, gave a summary of the Committee activities since the 17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP in Bangkok, Thailand on 18-22 September 2006. The full report is attached as ANNEX 5. 
11. The report reviewed the events of PCGIAP in the past year, including the 17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP, two workshops held during the 17th UNRCC-AP, one on Use of Geo-information for Mitigating Large Scale Disaster and Attaining Sustainable Development and the other on Integration of Built and Natural Environmental Datasets within National SDI Initiatives, the 10th APRGP GPS/GLONASS observation campaign in November 2006, the Executive Board meeting on 21 January 2007 in Hyderabad, India, and the PCGIAP WG3/GSDI Workshop on Spatial Enablement of Government and NSDI – Policy Implications on 12 June 2007 in Seoul, Korea. 
12. Personnel changes were reported and accepted. Dr. Komaki Kazuo replaced Mr. Akira Yaguchi as Vice President and national delegate of Japan.
13. Cooperation with liaisons and other related international organs, including GSDI Association, ISCGM and SALB project, continued in various forms, through participation in the meetings, paper presentation and support to projects and initiatives. 
14. Australia offered to host the next Executive Board meeting in early 2008 in Canberra, Australia.

G. Progress report from Working Group 1 - Regional Geodesy
15. Mr. Matsuzaka Shigeru, Chair of WG1, gave a summary on the progress and status of the WG1 project plans developed based on the resolution adopted at the 17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP in September 2006, Bangkok, Thailand. The report is attached as ANNEX 6. 

16. Efforts continue for enhancement of the regional geodetic infrastructure through joint observation projects. APRGP 2006 was completed. And WG1 started the analysis of recent APRGP campaign data and is planning to re-analyse older data in a new ITRF frame and with absolute GPS antenna phase characteristics.
H. Progress report from Working Group 2 - Fundamental Data

17. Dr. Steeve Ebener, Project Manager, WHO, presented the WG2 report on behalf of Mr. Bebas Purnawan, Chair of WG2. The full report is attached as ANNEX 7. 
18. The report presented the major progresses made and the activities performed since the 17th UNRCC-AP, mainly concerning the development of a regional dataset for the tsunami affected area as well as the development of a metadata profile for Asia and the Pacific.
19. Participation in and support to these projects from the member nations were strongly and urgently requested. 
I. Progress report from Working Group 3 - Spatially Enabled Government

20. Prof. Ian Williamson, Chair of WG3, gave the report of the Working Group on Spatially Enabled Government. The full report is attached as ANNEX 8. 
21. Over the last six years (2000-2006), WG3 successfully completed two major projects (cadastral template and marine administration Projects) and one well underway (data integration project), organised three international workshops, and established three dedicated websites for completed and current projects. Details were presented. 
22. WG3 now focuses on the development of spatially enabled government. A new vision and objectives for its future direction and its activities has been undertaken. 
J. Progress report from Working Group 4 - Institutional Strengthening

23. The Secretariat presented the report prepared by Major General M Gopal Rao, Chair of WG4. The full report is attached as ANNEX 9. 
24. It was proposed to conduct a Training Program during Sept – Oct 2007 at STI, India, similar to that as conducted in 2005. It was emphasized that the capacity building would be approached in a three-tier structure addressing to different target groups, i.e. policy makers, working groups and the user segments. 
25. To formulate strategy for capacity building in the region and finalize the syllabi / curriculums for different level programs, institutions / universities of Asia Pacific regions engaged in the field of Geospatial Information / SDI were being contacted. After finalization of the curriculums for different level programs the schedules would be finalized so that expertise in the field of Geospatial Information available in the region would be utilized for the benefit of all target groups.
K. Reports from Liaison organizations

26. Dr. Steeve Ebener, Coordinator of the Second Administrative Level Boundary data set project (SALB), reported on the activities and the progresses that SALB project had made with the PCGIAP member countries since the 17th UNRCC-AP Conference. It was proposed efforts should be put in order to build on the collaboration already established between SALB, PCGIAP WG2 pilot project and the ISCGM. It was hoped that PCGIAP continue its efforts towards the existence of a regional culture for the creation and sharing of geographic information that would be of benefit to the countries. The full report is attached as ANNEX 10.
27. Prof. Bas Kok, President-Elect of GSDI organization, presented GSDI Association’s founding principles, mission, vision, goals, conferences and tasks in 2007. The 10th GSDI Conference will be held in February 2008 in Trinidad. The presentation is attached as ANNEX 11.
28. Mr. Akeno Kazuhiko, Geographic Survey Institute, Japan, presented the report from the International Steering Committee for Global Mapping (ISCGM). As of 16 May 2007, Global Map data of 33 countries and regions had been released from the ISCGM website corresponding to 32.5% of the whole land area on the Earth and participating countries and regions came to 156 countries and 16 regions corresponding to 95% of the whole land area of the Earth. The full report is attached as ANNEX 12.
29. Report from Permanent Committee on Spatial Data Infrastructure for the Americas (PC IDEA) presented by the Secretariat outlined the recent activities including the determination of an advancement index of the SDIs in the Latin American countries, the Project of SDI Evaluation and Promotion for Sustainable Development of Latin America and the Caribbean, and the SDI Workshop on the Latin America Necessities. The full report is attached as ANNEX 13. 
30. Status report of ISO/TC211 was given by Dr. Zhou Xu, PCGIAP Liaison Representative to ISO/TC211. The 33 published standards, the 20 standards still under work and the standardization trends were introduced. The members of PCGIAP were encouraged to contribute and benefit from the standardization activities of ISO/TC211. The full report is attached as ANNEX 14. 
L. Discussions

31. Prof. Ian Williamson presented a White Paper titled A Vision for PCGIAP in a Spatially Enabled World proposed by PCGIAP Mongolian member regarding the need to establish a better mechanism to discuss and share land administration experiences in the Asia and Pacific region. The White Paper is attached as ANNEX 15. While welcoming discussion on this matter and appreciating the need for better mechanisms to share land administration experiences in the region, the meeting agreed that more time would be needed to discuss the matter and that it be important for PCGIAP to maintain a dialogue with member countries on this issue. It was also agreed that in the short term Prof Ian Williamson, Chair of WG3, represent PCGIAP to discuss this issue at the PCGIAP sponsored International Workshop on Good Land Administration – Its Role in Economic Development on 27-29 June 2007 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 
32. The meeting noted the need for PCGIAP to consider formal communication with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in member countries explaining the formal link with the UN so as to provide the necessary justification for the member nations to participate in the PCGIAP activities and meetings. 
33. It was accepted that the next PCGIAP Executive Board meeting be held in early 2008 in Canberra, Australia. 
34. It was noted that GIS Development offered to host the 14th PCGIAP meeting in 2008 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in conjunction with Map Asia 2008.  
35. Member countries were encouraged to consider hosing the next meetings of PCGIAP, including the 18th UNRCC-AP/15th PCGIAP. 
M. Technical Tour

36. The participants visited GIS Korea 2007, an annual expo organized by the Ministry of Transportation and Construction of Korea and exhibiting the latest developments of the GIS industry in Korea. The participants were given a presentation on GIS in Korea and showed around the exhibition. 
N. Working Group sessions

37. WG1 on Regional Geodesy, WG2 on Fundamental Data, WG3 on Spatially Enabled Government, and WG4 on Institutional Strengthening met in the plenary meeting after the parallel sessions. Each Working Group presented a report to the plenary.
O. Report back to Plenary from Working Group 1

38. Mr. Matsuzaka Shigeru, Chair of WG1, provided a summary of the discussions at the WG parallel session to the plenary. Work plan for 2007-2009 was discussed to define projects, aims and responsibilities. Member countries were encouraged to take part in APRGP data analysis. APRGP2007 would be conducted in APSG20 11th September or APSG21 10th October. 
39. WG1 resolved to organize the next Regional Geodesy Workshop in conjunction with the 14th PCGIAP meeting in 2008. It was also resolved that each country should investigate and report to the next Working Group meeting what geodetic data sets are available for sharing, to what level of accuracy and resolution and to what spatial extent. The report is attached as ANNEX 16. 
P. Report back to Plenary from Working Group 2

40. Dr. Steeve Ebener, Project Manager, WHO, presented a report on the WG2 discussions. The objective for the Working Group until the next UNRCC-AP Conference was agreed on as "Develop, maintain and distribute a seamless 1:1'000'000 scale framework data set covering the all AP Region". The activities of the working group would focus on the development of the framework data set, a metadata profile and network of country data node for the Region.
41. Some changes were made in terms of the structure and membership of the working group. One recommendation was proposed. The report is attached as ANNEX 17.

Q. Report back to Plenary from Working Group 3

42. Prof. Ian Williamson, Chair of WG3, reported on the discussions of the WG3 session. The meeting reviewed and discussed the presentation on Spatially Enabling Government and a draft response by PCGIAP to the White Paper titled A vision for PCGIAP in a spatially enabled world about sharing of land administration experiences in the Asia and Pacific Region. 
43. The meeting also discussed the outcomes of the workshop conducted by the WG3 jointly with GSDI Association on Spatial Enablement of Government and NSDI-Policy Implications, 12 June in Seoul as part of the 13th PCGIAP meeting. Three recommendations were made. The WG3 work plan was reviewed and approved. The report is attached as ANNEX 18. 
R. Report back to Plenary from Working Group 4

44. Prof. Sang-Ki Hong, Anyang University of Korea, presented the discussions of the WG 4 session. WG4 progress report was reviewed. It was stressed that the SDI course in India be organized on schedule with the cooperation of the Secretariat. 
45. It was recognized that there are other efforts for capacity building in International community, such as metadata profile for AP by WG2, SDI workshop by AIT, ISO/TC211 Outreach AG and that there is a lack of formal educational courses specialized in SDI. 
46. It was proposed that WG4 draw up a concrete work plan including cooperative programs such as visit to the countries with success stories, exchange of people and technology Transfer. It was also proposed that a repository be set up to accumulate the tools, including SW, Cookbooks, Manuals, Training Materials, PR Materials. One resolution was proposed. The presentation is attached as ANNEX 19. 
S. Resolutions

47. Five resolutions drafted and presented by the four Working Groups were adopted as follows:

1. Regional Geodesy Workshop

2. Sharing of Geodetic Datasets

3. Fundamental Data Working Group Tasks

4. Spatial Enablement of Government

5. Institutional Strengthening

Full details of the resolutions are attached as ANNEX 20. 

T. Closing

48. Mr. Peter Holland, President, reviewed the four-day program of the 13th PCGIAP meeting and concluded it by expressing gratitude to all the participants for their hard work and valuable contributions, which made the meeting a success. He extended special thanks to Mr. Sohn Bong-Gyun and the staff of NGII for their generous hospitality and support in hosting the meeting. 
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