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Honorable guests, distinguished delegates, PCGIAP colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 
It is a great pleasure and honor for me to welcome you to the 13th Meeting of the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP). I would like to thank all of you for taking time and effort to join us here in Seoul, Korea. My special thanks go to Mr. Sohn Bong-Gyun, President of the National Geographic Information Institute and your staff for hosting the meeting. 
During the past twelve years since its establishment in 1995, in pursuance of a resolution adopted at the 13th United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific (UNRCC-AP), PCGIAP has focused its efforts on the SDI development in Asia and the Pacific region, and has promoted regional cooperation and exchanges through various workshops, training courses and joint projects. At the same time, always referring to the UN banner as a guide and keenly aware of the regional and global needs, PCGIAP has engineered its strategies and developed action plans to meet the emerging needs and challenges. 
As an institution for Asia and the Pacific, where the development level greatly varies from country to country, some with the NSDIs well in place while some just beginning, the PCGIAP should consider how it can further contribute to the regional SDI progress and ultimately to the sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific region, through the four Working Groups of Regional Geodesy, Fundamental Data, Spatially Enabled Government and Institutional Strengthening. At this meeting we will try to determine the future directions of PCGIAP and specific Working Group plans. 
Thanks to the great hospitality of our host, a well-designed technical tour is arranged for the 14th as part of the meeting program. We will have the opportunity to see both the latest development in the geomatics field in Korea and experience the fascinating culture of Korea. 

I thank you in advance for your kind cooperation and input throughout the sessions of the 13th PCGIAP meeting. And I wish you all a pleasant and memorable stay in this capital city of Korea with a combination of modern and traditional beauty.  Thank you. 
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