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Introduction

This report highlights the activities of the Permanent Committee since the 17th United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific (UNRCC-AP) / 12th PCGIAP Meeting in Bangkok, Thailand on 18-22 September 2006. 

17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP
The 17th UNRCC-AP in conjunction with the 12th PCGIAP was held on 18-22 September 2006, at ESCAP United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok, Thailand.

It was attended by 210 representatives from 30 countries and international organizations around the globe. The Conference was successfully concluded, adopting seven resolutions that call further individual and collaborative efforts at all levels: 1. Geo-information for mitigating large scale disasters, 2. Regional Geodesy, 3. Marine Administration-the Spatial Dimension, 4. SDI to support spatially enabled Government, 5. Fundamental Data, 6. Timor-Leste SDI, 7. 18th UNRCC-AP.  

The Conference program under the theme of “Geo-information Integration for Disaster Management and Sustainable Development in the Context of the Millennium Development Goals” included a keynote paper and invited papers from various organizations discussing disaster management and roles of SDI in this regard.  Also as part of the Conference PCGIAP organized two workshops, one with ICA (International Cartographic Association) and ISCGM (International Steering Committee for Global Mapping) on Use of Geo-information for Mitigating Large Scale Disaster and Attaining Sustainable Development, and the other, PCGIAP Working Group 3 on the Integration of Built and Natural Environment Datasets within National SDI initiatives.   

PCGIAP Executive Board members and Chair/Vice Chair of the four Working Groups were elected to lead the Committee activities for the period of 2006-2009.  
All the papers presented during the Conference are available at the Conference web site: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/17thunrccapdocuments.htm   
A record of the Conference has been posted at the PCGIAP web site:  http://www.pcgiap.org 
Personnel

A new PCGIAP Board and Chair/Vice Chair of the four Working Groups were elected at the 17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP for the period of 2006-2009. Now the 12 members of the Board are: President (Australia), Vice President (Japan), and Secretary (China), Brunei Darussalam, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Russia and Singapore. 

Dr. Komaki Kazuo replaced Mr. Akira Yaguchi as Vice President and national delegate of Japan.

The representatives of Board member countries and WG Chairs/Vice Chairs are tabled as below. Names in italics show the new members. Chairs of Working Groups who are not national delegates (with an asterisk*) are ex-officio of the Board. 

	President 
	Australia
	Mr. Peter Holland

	Vice President
	Japan
	Dr. Komaki Kazuo

	Secretary
	China
	Mr. Li Weisen

	Board Members
	Brunei 
	Hj Mohd Jamil Hj Mohd Ali

	
	Fiji
	Mr. Barma Nand

	
	India
	Maj. Gen. M Gopal Rao

	
	Indonesia
	Mr. Bebas Purnawan

	
	Korea
	Mr. Sohn Bong-Gyun

	
	Malaysia
	Dato Hamid bin Ali

	
	Philippines
	Mr Diony A. Ventura

	
	Russia
	Mr Alexander Prusakov

	
	Singapore
	Mr Soh Kheng Peng

	Working Groups
	1
	Regional Geodesy
	Chair
	Mr. Shigeru Matsuzaka* (Japan)

	
	
	
	Vice Chair
	Dr. Cheng Pengfei (China)
Mr. John Manning (Australia)

	
	2
	Fundamental Data
	Chair
	Mr. Bebas Purnawan (Indonesia)

	
	
	
	Vice Chair
	Dr. Zhou Xu (China) 

	
	3
	Spatially Enabled Government
	Chair
	Prof. Ian Williamson* (Australia)

	
	
	
	Vice Chair
	Mr Ahmad Fauzi bin Nordin (Malaysia)
Dr. Abbas Rajabifard (Australia)

	
	4
	Institutional Strengthening
	Chair
	Maj. Gen. M Gopal Rao (India)

	
	
	
	Vice Chair
	Prof. Kim Eun-Hyung (Korea)
Prof. Cho Woosug (Korea)
Dr. Li Pengde (China) 


Secretariat Changeover

Due to the change of Secretary from Japan to China, location of the Secretariat has moved from Tsukuba to Beijing.  During the transition period from September 2006 to March 2007, The PCGIAP Secretariat was smoothly transferred from GSI, Japan to SBSM, China through efforts of both parties. The collaboration between Japan and China enabled China to make a good head start as Secretary. The new Secretariat has been taking such responsibilities as below:
· Support to the Board, the Committee and Working Groups 

· Secretariat support for and preparation and documentation of PCGIAP Board and annual meeting

· Preparation of PCGIAP papers for other meetings

· Close collaboration with liaison organizations

· Update and maintenance of the PCGIAP web site

· Production of PCGIAP stationery and PCGIAP brochures

· Contributions to GSDI Newsletter and other related magazines

· PCGIAP promotion and publicity 

· Regular contact with the Board and the members

Hyderabad Board Meeting
The Board held a meeting in Hyderabad, India on 21 January 2007, preceding the Map World Forum. The Board meeting was well attended by 9 Board members from 8 countries, i.e. Australia, Japan, China, Brunei Darussalam, India, Indonesia, Korea and Malaysia, and 9 advisers and observers. The meeting reviewed PCGIAP's activities after the 17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP meeting in Bangkok, Thailand in September 2006. Work plans for 2006-2007 of each WG were endorsed in general. 
Working Group Activities

Four working Groups, WG1 Regional Geodesy, WG2 Fundamental Data, WG3 Spatially Enabled Government, and WG4 Institutional Strengthening, established for the period of 2006-2009 conducted their activities under the new leadership and adjusted their work plans in response to the resolutions adopted at the 17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP. 
WG1 carried out the 10th APRGP GPS/GLONASS observation campaign during the period of 5-12 November 2006. The data analysis has been started and preparations are being made to re-analyse older data in a new ITRF frame and with absolute GPS antenna phase characteristics. WG1 also completed the catalogue of the tide gauges as required in the UNRCC-AP Okinawa resolution. 
WG2 continues its efforts to improve and extend the pilot project for development of seamless datasets for the tsunami affected area in collaboration with Global Mapping, Second Administrative Level Boundaries data set project (SALB) and other similar initiatives.  
WG3 organized two international workshops, one on Integration of Built and Natural Environmental Datasets within National SDI Initiatives in Bangkok, Thailand on 21September 2006 as part of the 17th UNRCC-AP Conference, and the other on Spatial Enablement of Government and NSDI – Policy Implications on 12 June 2007 as part of the 13th PCGIAP Meeting. And with its name changed from Working Group on Cadastre to Spatially Enabled Government, WG3 has aligned its vision and work plan for the next three years while continuing its work in cadastre, marine administration and data integration. 
WG4 continues its efforts in capacity building and has initiated the process of organizing a course on institutional strengthening / capacity building for National SDI targeting different levels or groups during Sept - Oct, 2007. In addition, WG4 has requested all PCGIAP member countries to send detailed information of training institutions of their countries that are capable of conducting the course on the subject.  It shall enable the Working Group to formulate the strategy for networking of the efforts for capacity building / institutional strengthening.   

Liaison Activities

Cooperation with GSDI Association continues as follows:

· PCGIAP President, at the invitation of GSDI Association, attended the 9th Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Conference (GSDI-9) on 6-10 Nov. 2006 in Santiago, Chile.
· PCGIAP WG3 and GSDI jointly organized a workshop on Spatial Enablement of Government and NSDI – Policy Implications on 12 June 2007 as part of the 13th PCGIAP Meeting. 

· PCGIAP helped distributing Information on GSDI Small Grants Program 2006-2007 and took part in the review and recommendation of submitted proposals. 
· PCGIAP continued to provide information to and help distribute the SDI-AP Newsletters of GSDI. 
A PCGIAP liaison report was presented to the 13th meeting of International Steering Committee for Global Mapping (ISCGM) on 11 Nov. 2006 in Santiago, Chile. 

Cooperation on the pilot project for development of seamless datasets for the tsunami affected area has been going on among PCGIAP WG2, Global Mapping and Second Administrative Level Boundaries dataset project (SALB). 
PCGIAP has offered support to the following three important activities in Asia and Pacific region: 

· The International Workshop on Good Land Administration – Its Role in Economic Development to be held on 27-29 June 2007 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, hosted by the Administration of Land Affairs, Geodesy and Cartography of Mongolia

· Map Asia 2007 to be held on 14-16 August in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

· The 2nd Indonesian Geospatial Technology Exhibition to be held on 29 August - 1 September 2007 in Jakarta, Indonesia
President, though unable to attend, was invited to the meetings as below:

· Directing Council meeting of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) on 13 November 2006 in Santiago, Chile
· UNSDI Global Partners Meeting convened by the United Nations Geospatial Information Working Group (UNGIWG) on 1-2 March 2007 in Frascati, Italy

Next Meetings
Australia has offered to host the PCGIAP Executive Board meeting on 28-31 January 2007 in Canberra. A tentative program is proposed for discussions. 
Fiji had offered to host the 14th PCGIAP meeting in 2008 before. However, due to the political situation of Fiji since the end of last year and continuing problems with their business of government, Fiji is presumably not in a position to deliver the PCGIAP meeting in 2008. The Secretariat has made some investigation on other possible venues but up to now no offer for hosting the 14th PCGIAP meeting has been received. 
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