
                                             



Annex 3

Resolutions of the 17th UNRCC-AP/12th PCGIAP
1. Geo-information for mitigating large scale disasters
The Conference,

Bearing in mind that in order to make more effective and efficient use of geo-information by decision makers for disaster monitoring, assessment and management, and the realization of improved environmental and sustainable development decision making, and the challenges of lack of adequate resources facing NMOs.
Recommends that:

(a) PCGIAP, NMOs and organizations involved in the development of geo-information take the following actions:

(1) Collect and provide geo-information on affected areas;
(2) Apply best practices in the development of appropriate geo-databases and applications;

(3) Use remote sensing imagery with other data sets in regional applications;
(4) Coordinate their activities in promoting the wider use of geo-information for disaster monitoring and management with ISCGM and UN activities, in particular UNOOSA initiated SPIDER, accessing ALOS and new remote sensing imagery sources, investigating geospatial portal technology on mobile platforms and advising countries on the availability and use of web-based spatial data for disaster management;
(5) Consider acquiring additional funds through donor agencies for disaster preparedness, mitigation and management, especially in support of the activities of the NMOs.
(b) Organizations involved in the development of geo-information such as ISCGM collaborate with regional and global initiatives, such as various UN programs and GEO (Group on Earth Observations), which are users of geo-information, and promote the use of geo-information.

(c) Organizations active in geo-information field such as ICA, ISPRS, and other members of JBGIS promote and raise the awareness of the benefits of geo-information, to decision makers;
(d) PCGIAP consider appropriate mechanisms to enable representatives from developing countries to attend a Workshop on Monitoring Earthquake and Tsunami Hazards at the time of planned PCGIAP-GSDI meeting in Fiji in 2008.
2  Regional Geodesy
The Conference,

Recognising the importance of establishing an homogeneous geodetic network as the basis for the Asia and the Pacific regional spatial data infrastructure as well as for geodetic activities concerning Disaster Management of the region,

Noting the progress made by the PCGIAP Regional Geodesy Working Group in establishing a precise regional geodetic framework as the base layer in a regional spatial infrastructure,

Considering Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) 10-year implementation plan, endorsed by more than 60 countries at the Third Earth Observation Summit in Brussels in 2005, is in progress,

Further considering the frequent outbreaks of natural disasters caused by in particular earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and tsunamis in the region,

Realising the need to establish a geodetic framework in Asia and the Pacific region to contribute to the Disaster prevention/mitigation program through associated technology transfer and information exchange,
Bearing in mind the limited financial resources and availability of equipment and expertise in observation and processing of acquired geodetic data,

Recommends that: 

The regional geodetic framework continues to be maintained and enhanced through integration of national geodetic networks and through appropriate linkages to global reference frames over the next three years through the following activities: 

1) Enhance the regional geodetic infrastructure to contribute to monitoring, warning and post-event reconstructions through cooperative observations of crustal deformation and plate motion, and information exchange, including tide gauge networks and placement of new GPS key sites.

2) Encourage the transfer of GPS technology to nations in need through annual campaign observations, and the development and sharing of analysis techniques in the following geodesy workshop activities.

3) Promote the application of new geodetic adjustment techniques and datum change transformation parameters for regional spatial data integration and for geo-referencing cadastral and statistical information.

4) Interact with IAG commissions 1 and 2 on the status of the regional geodetic reference frames and geoid determination using absolute gravity, satellite, airborne and terrestrial gravity.

5) Review the status of geodetic networks in individual countries and upgrade PCGIAP web site information. 
6) Support the expansion of continuous GPS installations in areas of earthquake and tsunami hazards and strongly encourages nations making such data readily available on a weekly basis for shared scientific study and warning systems in relation to tectonic events.

3. Marine Administration - The Spatial Dimension 

The Conference,

Noting that the majority of National SDIs and cadastral initiatives are only related to the land environment and that most countries in the region have an extensive marine jurisdiction and related administrative responsibilities,

Further noting the requirements and obligations of countries under UNCLOS to support the management of their marine environment,

Acknowledging that the marine environment and particularly the coastal zone are critically important for food production and sustainable development within 
Asia and especially the Pacific Island countries,

Recognising the outcomes of the PCGIAP Working Group 3 International Workshop on Marine Administration, Malaysia 2004, which recommended that a marine cadastre be defined as a management tool which spatially describes, visualises and realises formally and informally defined boundaries and associated rights, restrictions and responsibilities in the marine environment as a data layer in a marine SDI, allowing them to be more effectively identified, administered and accessed.
Recommends that:
(a) All countries in the Asia-Pacific region with a marine jurisdiction and administrative responsibilities be encouraged to include the development of a marine administration component (including a marine cadastral component) as part of a seamless SDI that covers both land and marine jurisdictions to ensure a continuum across the coastal zone. 
(b) The PCGIAP through Working Group 3 continue investigations into marine cadastre, marine SDI, and the spatial dimension of marine administration and ocean governance, and particularly encourage member nations to complete the Marine Cadastre Template at www.marineadministration.org . 

4. SDI to support spatially enabled Government
The Conference,

Noting the outcomes of AGENDA 21 and the UN Bogor Declaration which promote the importance of efficient and effective national Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDI) and land administration systems as key factors in support of sustainable development and environmental management,

Further noting the resolutions and deliberations of the 16th UNRCC-AP and the 8th UNRCC for the Americas on the need to integrate land administration, cadastre and land registration functions with topographic mapping programs within the context of a wider national strategy for SDIs,

Mindful of the benefits and difficulties of integrating natural and built (including legal, cadastral, economic and demographic data) environmental datasets in providing an understanding of the real world and supporting decision making for sustainable development, 

Recognising the outcomes of the 17th UNRCC-AP workshop on integration of natural and built environmental data which concluded that firstly such integration is an important component for delivering technical, economic and social solutions to real world problems in government, business and the community at large, and second that SDIs serve as an enabling platform supporting spatially enabled government to support strategies such as e-government, 

Recommends that:

(a) Member Nations develop a better understanding and pursue the principles of:

1) the integration of natural and built environmental datasets in support of sustainable development, 

2) a spatially enabled platform to support the integration of natural and built environmental data by exploring related conceptual, institutional, policy, legal and technical issues,

3) designing SDIs to support spatially enabled government.

(b) PCGIAP, through Working Group 3, for the period 2006-2009 assist member nations building or re-engineering their SDIs to support the role of spatially enabling government by investigating the concept and associated institutional, technical, policy, legal, socio-economic and capacity issues.

5. Fundamental Data

The Conference,

 
Recalling that the Asia and the Pacific region is a potential area for disasters (e.g. earthquake,  tsunami,...). 

 

Recalling the importance of generating a seamless dataset covering the entire Asia and the Pacific region. 

 
Noting the significant interest expressed by the participating countries and the results obtained so far in the context of the pilot project for the generation of a set of seamless data layers for the tsunami affected area. 

Further noting the strong support for the pilot project from the 11th  PCGIAP Meeting in Bali, 2005 and the PCGIAP Executive Board Meeting in Brunei, 2005.

Welcoming the efforts of the Global Mapping project and those of the UNGIWG SALB project in the generation of global seamless data sets including those for Asia and the Pacific.

Recognizing that the availability of fundamental data sets, such as national administrative divisions, are crucial for the analysis and management of socio-economic phenomena,

Further Recognizing that the Government of the Russian Federation adopted, in August 2006, the concept of Spatial Data Collection and Development.

Recommends that: 

(a) PCGIAP Working Group 2 on Regional Fundamental Data, jointly with  PCGIAP Working Group 1  on Regional Geodetic Network, extends and improves the above mentioned pilot project in collaboration with ISCGM, SALB and other similar initiatives.

(b) PCGIAP through Working Group 4 in collaboration with Working Group 2 encourages efforts in capacity building in data development, in particular the training programs by the Geographical Survey Institute (GSI) funded by the JICA.

(c) PCGIAP encourages close collaboration between PCGIAP Working Group 2 with ISO/TC211 in the development of an ISO Metadata standard profile for Asia Pacific.

(d) Countries in Asia and the Pacific region, particularly through their NMOs and notably with the help of the PCGIAP, support and participate actively in the SALB and the Global Mapping project by providing the necessary data and information they require, and take full advantage of participating in the Global Mapping and SALB projects for capacity building to help establish National and Regional Spatial Data Infrastructures in the region;

(e) Countries in Asia and the Pacific region continue their efforts to create and support national geo-information databases and spatial data infrastructures and undertake this work in the most efficient and effective way by avoiding duplication of effort.

6. Timor Leste Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)

The Conference,

Recognizing the positive and separate efforts of the Government of Timor Leste and the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations to develop geographic information and an SDI in Timor Leste.

Further recognizing the efforts of PCGIAP to establish a Regional SDI and multi-country datasets, and the efforts internationally to improve the geographic information knowledge base in Timor  Leste.

Recommends that the Government of Timor Leste, member countries of PCGIAP, the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations and other international efforts, collaborate as appropriate in developing this spatial data infrastructure so as to maximize its value
7.
7. Eighteenth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific

The Conference,


Noting the progress made in the work on the spatial data infrastructure, at the national, regional and global levels, by States Members of the United Nations,


Noting also the essential role played therein both by the present United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific and by the Permanent Committee on Geographic Information System Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific,


Noting further that the Permanent Committee was established in 1994 pursuant to resolution 16 adopted by the Thirteenth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific in Beijing,


Noting that the Permanent Committee has expressed its wish to hold its meeting in conjunction with the Eighteenth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific,


Recognizing the necessity of continuing this important work,


Recommends to the Economic and Social Council that the Eighteenth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific be convened in 2009.
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